
 

 

MATH STUDY SKILLS & TESTING TIPS 
 

STUDY SKILLS 

 Math is learned by doing the problems.  Do the homework.  The problems help you learn 

the formulas and techniques you do need to know, as well as improve your problem 

solving abilities. 

 Each class builds on the previous ones, all semester long.  You must keep up with the 

Instructor:  attend class, read the text, do the homework every day.  Falling behind puts 

you at a disadvantage. 

 You are always reviewing previous material as you do new material.  Many of the ideas 

are related.  Identifying and learning the key concepts means you don’t have to memorize 

as much. 

 

TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES 

 Read through the problems carefully to discern what the question is asking precisely.  Be 

able to state the problem in your own words. 

 List the knowns, the implied unknowns and the parameters of the problem in your own 

notation.  What relationship do the known facts have to one another?  Do any formulas 

come to mind?  If so, write them down.   

 Draw diagrams or illustrations that help map the problem. 

 Does the problem remind you of your text or lecture notes?  Can that information be 

applied to this problem? 

 Problems can often be broken down into several smaller problems done in sequence.  

Rather than thinking “how can I get from A to D in one move,” ask yourself what are the 

steps between A and D.  Think in smaller steps:  A to B, B to C, and C to D. 

 Sometimes problems can be solved working backwards.  Using the previous example, if 

you have solved for B, but still cannot find C, try working backwards and solving from D 

to C. 

 If you get stuck, move along and come back to those problems. Don’t erase your work.  

Something you wrote might be useful, and the instructor might give you partial credit. 

 

 


